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The relationship between narrative and identity formation is well-researched, yet remains complex: autobiographical forms of narrative gained currency with the emergence of modern selfhood, the Bildungsroman is a genre that appeared slightly later and is dedicated to exploring the general conditions of identity formation under particular historical conditions or for a specific social group. While these traditional forms of narrative engagement with identity formation persist, though they are rewritten in ever new ways, the new media also offer novel ways of narratively representing identity formation. Witness, for instance, the facebook timeline, or twitter as a condensed form of autobiography. The popularity of these media suggests that narrative continues to play an important part in identity construction and presentation, along with the currently perhaps more fashionable metaphor of performing identity. The interdependence of narrative and performance in identity construction, furthermore, is itself one that needs to be more extensively theorized as well as addressed with reference to specific cultural texts.


But the relationship between identity formation and narrative is not restricted to the narrative representation of identity formation. The production as well as the consumption of narratives may fulfil an important function in the (trans-)formation of identities in a wide variety of contexts. In educational settings, narratives are consumed, but also produced by students. What part do they play in processes of Bildung? Interdisciplinary fields of inquiry, like Literature and Medicine or Law and Literature, present further grounds for investigating the relationship between narrative and identity formation. 


The issue at hand can, therefore, be fruitfully addressed by contributors across many areas of English Studies, including the sub-fields of literary studies, cultural studies, media studies and didactics, while also opening up the possibility of interdisciplinary cooperation with colleagues from a broad range of other disciplines.

Issues to be addressed include, but are not restricted to:

· theorising the relationship between narrative and performative elements of identity construction;

· transformations of the Bildungsroman and other narrative genres of identity formation from the eighteenth century to the present;

· revisiting character analysis from a perspective informed by contemporary theories of identity;

· the narrative construction of identity in educational processes;

· narratives of identity formation in non-literary contexts;

· narratives of identity formation and the global financial crisis;

· the new media and the narrative construction of identity
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