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Varieties Meet Histories
Linguistic varieties are associated with national identities, class differences, ethnic differences, gender differences (see, e.g. Smith 2002, Kerswill 2009, Fought 2006, Coates and Pichler 2011) and are thus closely interrelated with the history of languages and their speakers. On the one hand, they are all the result of language change affected by historical events; on the other hand, new languages emerge historically in specific cultural and political contexts on the basis of varieties (see, e.g. Weinreich et al. 1968, Graddol et al. 2002 [1996], Watts/Trudgill 2002). Language varies across regions, social classes and registers and due to the interaction of these dimensions. All of them also have a synchronic as well as a diachronic dimension. 
While many of the accents and dialects of the British Isles, as e.g. described in Hughes et al. 2012 [1979], have been substantially analysed from a synchronic perspective or with regard to the use of particular linguistic features, a systematic study taking into account the details of their histories is still largely missing. Similarly, social or subject- and group specific varieties as well as functional-situational varieties of English, i.e. particular registers, jargons, slangs, have only sporadically been studied with reference to their historical dimension and have hardly ever been seen in the context of historical events cf. the absence of such studies in, e.g., Kytö et al. 2010 or in Pfenninger et al. 2014). In contrast to this, there have been conducted a number of studies on the history of colonial Englishes (cf. e.g. Trudgill 2004, Hickey 2005, or Schneider 2007), albeit with strong focus on the major varieties of English such as: American, Australian, New Zealand, South African Englishes, a notable exception being the collective volume on “Lesser-Known Varieties of English” by Schreier et al. (2010). 
In our section, we want to bring together varieties of English with their histories and the history of English with its varieties. Relevant topics could be:

· Archaic features in particular regional varieties of English and their historical background. 

· Convergence and divergence of dialects in the history of English with a view on their historical contexts. 

· The development of lesser-known Englishes in their historical settings.

· The historical development of particular rural or urban dialects of English.
· The language of law, science, media, business, etc. in the history of English.
We invite papers dealing with varieties of English from a historical perspective or looking at historical stages of English with a focus on regional, social or register varieties. It will also be enlightening to see how historical events may have shaped the variational diversity in English. 
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