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Georgian Britain: Representations of Political Power in 18th-Century Literature and Culture

In 2014, Great Britain will celebrate a remarkable anniversary. Three hundred years ago, on 20 October 1714, George Ludwig of the House of Hanover, ascended the throne as the new King of Great Britain and Ireland. His followers George II and, even more prominently, George III reigned over a turbulent period in the history of the British monarchy characterised by development towards an increasingly urban and industrial country set on the path to modernity.
With the rise of the modern system of government and contested hierarchies within its architecture, Parliament’s relationship to the Crown continually tested and Britain’s power over the globe both confirmed and questioned, the eighteenth century provides an exciting subject for addressing representations of power and monarchy in literary and cultural texts. The panel seeks to explore, among other things,
· the portrayal of monarchy, royal and/or aristocratic power in literary texts

· political power and its representation in travel writing (British views on power structures in foreign cultures)

· the relationship between monarchy or political power and class/gender
· kingship and royalty as metaphors
· visual representations of power and monarchy

· political power and powerlessness

· challenging monarchy in 18th-century British culture

· the Georges and the ‘German national character’
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