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In a time of climate emergency, the popularity
of children’s and young adult ecofiction has
increased tremendously over the last few
years, resulting in evermore narratives that
address the challenges - and horrors - of
living on a dying planet. Although the
destruction of habitats and ecosystems
resonates in all of these stories in one way or
another, discussing literary stagings of
human-plant relationships in light of eco-
pedagogically and philosophically grounded
theory has been a blind spot in ecocriticism
and literature pedagogy until recently. One
reason for this might be that plants still tend
to be overlooked as living beings in the
Western hemisphere, which is why the vegetal
world is widely imagined and represented in
terms of a passive landscape or background
rather than an agential force in literary fiction
and beyond.

Call for Papers

The emerging field of plant studies has tasked
itself with counteracting this apparent ‘plant
blindness’ in research and society, thereby
contributing to a critical examination of the
interactions and interdependencies between
human and plant life. And while studies about
botanical representations in the context of
children’s and young adult fiction are indeed
accumulating, what is missing is a genre-
specific framework for the analysis of such
representations in the context of eco- or
climate fiction. By addressing ethical,
philosophical, pedagogical and aesthetic
questions regarding the relevance of plants in
this genre, one aim of this conference is to
explore how exactly vegetal encounters are
re-imagined for a younger readership against
the backdrop of a deepening environmental
crisis.

Growing Futures



Likewise, there is as yet no ecopedagogical
consideration of the chances and challenges
of teaching humanplant relationships in
literary and language education. This is rather
surprising, given the importance of plants for
our survival on a warming planet. Since the
conference intends to forge a dialogue
between ecocritical research and literature
pedagogy, a second aim is to investigate what
primary and secondary school teachers can
do to address the troubled relationship
between human beings and the vegetal world
in literary learning contexts. This includes a
discussion of (1) which texts are available,
appropriate and manageable to teach in class,
also with regard to inclusive settings, (2) the
kind of methods and tasks that can and
should be used to teach such texts, (3) the
way in which reading about fictional human-
plant relationships can facilitate an aesthetic
engagement with and understanding of the
climate crisis, and (4) how our current
curricular frameworks need to be adapted to
give credit to the importance of literary plant
encounters in the context of the cross-
curricular task of Education for Sustainable
Development.

We are seeking contributions that address
questions such as the following: What role
does the representation of plants play in the
context of eco- or climate fiction and what
challenges arise for selecting appropriate
reading materials for the (foreign) language
classroom in primary and secondary schools?
Can different types of plant representation be
identified in works of children’s and young
adult ecofiction, and if so, what culturally
specific perspectives do they offer on the
human-plant relationship in the 21st century?
What themes, tropes and motifs are common
to narrate plant-human relationships in
children’s and young adult ecofiction? To
what extent can an engagement with literary
plant representations contribute to an
examination of the environmental crisis,
especially within the context of Education for
Sustainable Development?

Call for Papers

And what tasks and methods are suitable for
highlighting or problematizing human-plant
relationships in literary and (foreign) language
learning contexts?

Interested scholars, early career researchers
and teachers are invited to submit 250-300-
word abstracts for 20-minute conference
presentations that explore literary plant
encounters in children’s and young adult
ecofiction and the role such encounters have
or can have in sustainability-oriented (foreign)
language learning contexts in primary and
secondary education.

Topics can include but are not limited to the
following:

e themes, tropes and motifs used to narrate
the vegetal world in children’s and YA-
ecofiction

e agentic and/or negative representations of
a destroyed and degraded flora

¢ victimized and/or evil plant protagonists

* imaginations of parasitic and infectious
and/or recovering plant life

e plant horror and the environmental crisis

e the relationship between plant life and
climate change

* the eco-pedagogical potential of literary
plant-encounters

e text selection in the context of primary
and secondary education

e teaching methods, task-design and lesson
plans

e teaching plant-focused ecofiction in
inclusive settings

e curricular considerations and sustainable
development goals (SDGs)

Paper presentations should be given in
English. Please send the abstract of your
proposed paper with a brief biography (50
words) to n.dederichs@uni-koeln.de by
November 30, 2023.
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